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My fifth and sixth volumes are just on the point of being
published; the last chapter of the sixth volume is under the
printer's hands. I have found it impossible to get so far as the
Sicilian expedition; that is to say, I have written down to that
point, but I could not possibly cram it into the sixth volume,
which stops at the Peace of Nikias. As it is, my sixth volume
will be above 600 pages long. The facts of the history, as I go
on, suggest so many reflections which I think valuable, that I
cannot refrain from putting them down. I hope I shall not be
thought to have dealt with the matter at too great length, but the
facts given simply and nakedly are often unavoidably heavy, and
so it strikes me that they become even in Thirl wall's History.
You will of course receive the two volumes the moment that they
are printed.

Murray writes me word that all the copies of my first two
volumes are now gone off, and that he wishes me to prepare a second
edition of those two. Accordingly, I am going to attack them with
this view, as soon as the fifth and sixth volumes are off my hands.

I cannot tell you how much I was shocked with poor Charles
Buller's death. I had not even heard that he had been ill, so that the
news of his decease was sorrow and surprise combined * * * *
Poor Charles was a most amiable person. I have hardly ever seen
any person so winning in manners and character, and the com-
bination of those qualities in him, with an admirable understanding
and excellent public sentiments, was most rare. I do not know
whether he succeeded in making the Poor Law looJc good-natured,
without at the same time making the reality of it matter for abuse.
I believe the thing to be impossible.

I have never seen the ' DissertationJ which you mention, by
Kopstadt, but shall send to Nutt to order it.

though nearly the whole of my time is occupied by my
6 History/ I have still some feelings remaining for Continental
politics, which present what appears to me a real progress and
upheaving in men's feelings, so as to be instructive and important
as an object of study. I sympathise heartily with the French
Eepublic, and wish that Cavaignac may be chosen President. The
chances seem against it, and the election of Louis N. will open tho
door to numerous chances and possibilities, which no man can see
beforehand. Adieu, for the present.country where the c Times' is Lord Paramount.
